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Town of Henniker 

Selectmen Meeting 

November 1, 2016 

Henniker Town Hall 

 

Members Present: Kris Blomback, Chairman; Tia Hooper, Vice Chairman; Robert French, 

Selectman; Ben Fortner, Selectman; Scott Osgood, Selectman 

Town Administrator: Christine Trovato 

Guests:   Peter Flynn, Leigh Bosse, Bill Marko, Kathleen LaBonte, Cheryl Morse, Leon 

Parker, Scott Dias, Leo Aucoin, Jenn McCourt, Michael Kriester, Lee Ganung, 

Kyle Parks, Cathy Dias, Keith Demoura, Nancy Demoura, Jacob Spittle, Joan 

O’Connor, Emma Parcells 

Recording Secretary: Karen Rose 

Chair Blomback called the meeting to order at 6:15 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

CONSENT AGENDA— 

 

1. Appointment of Cheryl Morse to the Budget Advisory Committee 

2. Petition and Pole License PSNH# 12-0527 

3. Hire Morgan Murdough as a part-time seasonal pickup truck snow plow driver 

4. Extend Christine Trovato’s employment contract for the year 1/26/16 through 1/25/17 

 

Addendum: 

1. Appointment of Bruce Trivellini to the Budget Advisory Committee 

2. Appointment of Michael Cyr to the Budget Advisory Committee 

3. Warrant; Yield Tax Levy, Map 1, Lot 102-G in the amount of $1,728.29 

4. Supplemental Sewer Warrant, Map 2, Lot 400-A1 in the amount of $266.76 

5. Sewer Abatement; Sewer Abatement Map 2, Lot 400-A2 in the amount of $266.76 

6. 2016 2nd Half Tax County of Merrimack in the amount of $6,927,641 

 

A motion was made by Selectman French to approve the Consent Agenda as presented; Vice Chair 

Hooper seconded. Motion Passed 5-0.  

Note—Vice Chair Hooper stated that she was not approving Item #4 under Consent.  

 

Public Forum #1 
 

Bruce Trivellini asked the Select board to reserve his right to address the handling of minutes in the 

second public forum.  

 

Kathleen LaBonte stated that at the last board meeting during the discussion of the minutes, that the 

people mentioned were not at the meeting. In 2011 minutes, Jenn McCourt stated that any committees 

that relate to a person or entity, that that person should be notified. This is not the first time something 

was on the agenda and the person was not there to speak up for themselves.  
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Leo Aucoin said that he read in the paper that the M274 Mule was vintage and was traded to Joe Damour 

for a 2002 pickup truck body and some cash.  He asked if anyone had researched the value of the Mule 

prior to this taking place.  He stated he looked up the vehicle online and the lowest price he found was 

valued in the $5,000 range. He questioned if the person responsible for this had taken the time to do the 

research. He stated that the 2002 pickup truck was not worth much and should have been sent to auction.  

 

Leo Aucoin also wanted to know if the project to move the soils at the highway department was put out to 

bid and if not why? As a contractor he would have liked an opportunity to bid on the project. He asked if 

anyone had any idea about the cost for the soil removal. Bruce Trivellini said that the Army Corp of 

Engineers had sent a letter that the removal needed to be done by May 1st, 2015 and the town had ample 

time to complete the project.  The Army Corp had given the town a lot of leeway after the fire. Town 

Administrator Trovato confirmed that the recent letter from the Army Corp of Engineers stated that we 

had until November 18th to remove the soil.  We agreed to move everything by November 1st in order to 

make sure the ACOE was satisfied. The process for sending jobs out to bid is that the job must be greater 

than $15,000. She said that Tom Weston spoke with McComish Excavating and the price would be less 

than $15,000. Leo Aucoin asked if the board order the job to be done? He was upset that the job was done 

without any idea of the costs.  

 

Bruce Trivellini stated that the policy says everything over $1,000 should go to auction and that a book 

value on the Mule should have been established. On Militarytrader.com he found the mule, parts only, to 

be valued at $2,000 and feels that due diligence was necessary for dispersal of equipment.  Chair 

Blomback stated he was not going to make assumptions on the value of the Mule. On EBay, a Mule 

completely rebuilt was $6,000 and the vehicle in question was nowhere near that. He said the Mule was 

purchased for $300 25 years ago and not listed on our list of assets. Mr. Trivellini said it was still town 

property. Vice Chair Hooper, speaking on her own behalf, apologized for not asking the questions that 

were needed to be asked. Selectman Fortner stated that the question was asked about antique or vintage 

value and the answer was the research had been done.  

 

Cheryl Morse stated that when there are items that require action, they should be put on the Select board 

agenda. The board can make their determination with advice from the Town Administrator. She asked 

why this was an emergency. Chair Blomback said that we had a pile of sand to move, a government 

agency was requesting it to be moved and it had to be done. It couldn’t be done before because of 

extenuating circumstances with the Highway Department.  

 

In response to Mr. Trivellini’s comment that there was no documentation or verification of the 

conversation, Selectman Fortner stated that the board did not require written proof from the town 

administrator and department heads. He said that given the concern by the public, he would like an 

opportunity to read some of the materials before discussing it.  Town Administrator Trovato stated she 

would have to look at the emails. The Select board had directed the previous Highway Superintendent to 

move the soil and some had before the fire.  

 

Kathleen LaBonte asked about the hazardous waste and where is it?  Chair Blomback stated the asbestos 

has been trucked away. Ms. LaBonte asked the select board to uphold laws that the residents are expected 

to do. She looked at past minutes and found instances where equipment was sold and not handled 

properly.  She feels it wasn’t a good deal and the town should get the equipment back.  

 

Vice Chair Hooper asked why wasn’t the Select board notified that a company had been hired for the soil 

removal? She felt the board should have been briefed.  She asked to get a full report on this on the next 

agenda.  

 

Cheryl Morse said that the people come to the meetings to hear what the elected officials are discussing, 

things that need action should be on the agenda.  If there is transparency and clarity, then the public will 
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support the discussions. She asked that the select board try harder to be more transparent and follow your 

own policies. Chair Blomback stated he had no problem with the way everything was handled and that the 

Select board had done nothing wrong.  

 

Peter Flynn stated he came to the meeting as he was interested in some of the items on the agenda but is 

leaving as he felt the open forum had been violated.  

 

Presentation: 

Item 1: Proclamation to name November 7, 2016 as Color the World Orange Day 

 
The Select board welcomed Emma Parcells. Chair Blomback read the proclamation to name November 7, 

2016 as “Color the World Orange Day” in honor of the Complex Regional Pain Syndrome community’s 

3rd anniversary to spread awareness of this pain disorder.   

 

Bruce Trivellini said that he has patients in his office frequently who have to deal with this syndrome that 

affects the central nervous system.   

 

Item 2: Public hearing to discuss a petition to release the Right of Way on Juniper Ridge 

Road to Michael Kriester of 68 Juniper Ridge Road 

 
Town Administrator Trovato reported that all abutters were notified.  She referred everyone to the letter 

from Mark Fougere, Town Planner, dated 9-14-16 regarding the discontinuance of the ROW at 68 Juniper 

Ridge Road.  None of the abutters raised any concerns or were present at the meeting. Mike Kriester 

asked to have the ROW turned over to him so that he may install a fence to keep the noise and dust down 

from the abutters. He asked the Select board to notify the Wilson family to stop cutting the trees on the 

ROW.  

 

Bruce Trivellini said that this is a change of use of the property regarding the addition of the motocross 

track. He has asked 3 times for town counsel’s opinion on whether this is customarily incidental to 

primary use of the property and fits in with the zoning ordinance. He has received no response. He further 

stated he is an abutter on the other side of the property and wants to know why this change of use was 

never brought before the planning or zoning boards.  He stated that he feels the board is prejudiced 

against him and wants to know why he is being treated this way.  Selectman Osgood and Fortner raised 

an issue that the discussion needs to remain on topic. Mr. Trivellini started to raise the issue about the 

Supreme Court case with Forster and Chair Blomback told him to stop.  

 

Selectman French asked if the town counsel had weighed in on this. Town Administrator Trovato stated 

that Mark Fougere had checked with the attorney as stated in the 9-14-16 letter. Selectman French asked 

Mr. Kriester if he understood that this would add to his land and it would be taxable. Selectman Osgood 

stated that he had no problem with this and that RSA 231:52 indicates the board can do this without a 

town meeting vote. Chair Blomback closed the public meeting.  

 

A motion was made by Vice Chair Hooper to grant the petition by Mike Kriester and release the 

ROW at 68 Juniper Ridge Road to him; Selectman Fortner seconded. Motion passed 5-0.  

 
Selectman Fortner recalled Mr. Trivellini’s request for an opinion from the town counsel and asked why 

this was not an agenda item. Selectman Osgood stated it would go to the zoning board. Mr. Trivellini 

would like a letter whether the motocross track is reasonably associated use using the ancillary and 

accessory doctrine help up by the Supreme Court and customarily incidental to the use of this property.  

 

OLD BUSINESS 
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none 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
Item 3: Request by Henniker Chamber to discuss downtown parking 

 

Scott Dias came before the board on behalf of the Chamber of Commerce. He stated that downtown 

businesses are in need of more parking thereby creating a pedestrian friendly downtown.  Two parcels of 

land in the downtown area are up for sale and are owned by the same person. The Bridge St. property has 

10 deeded parking spaces.  The Chamber would like to know if the Select board is interested in allowing 

the Chamber to look into obtaining the piece of land that would provide a community parking lot with 10 

spaces. The Chamber is hoping to find some grant money available as the land is adjacent to the park and 

backed up to the Contoocook River.  The lot in question is at 20 Bridge Street Lot 417.  

 

Selectman Fortner stated he supported the purchase of the lot and thought it was an ideal spot for parking 

as the Azalea Park project continues. Vice Chair Hooper stated she thought the property was up for sale 

as both properties combined. She asked Sgt. Martin if there were concerns with the property.  Sgt. Martin 

stated the department frequents the property quite a bit. Vice Chair Hooper said that this was a big 

decision and was not comfortable making a decision at this time. There is probably concerns also with 

asbestos if the building is torn down due to the age of the buildings.  

 

Jenn McCourt stated that the extra spaces would allowed for handicap access to the park which is not 

currently there. However, the house on Bridge Street is within the Shoreland Protection Act, has no 

wooded buffer. There is probably grant money to restore the buffer.  

 

Kevin Daniel stated that years ago he was able to acquire a community block grant for the property 

behind Daniels. The engineering has all been done for the area and he may have a copy. He said that a 

private investor would have to buy these properties and he would be more than happy to work with the 

business community on this. Right now the parking system they have developed seems to be working 

well.  

 

Bruce Trivellini stated he would like to see the property remain commercial and producing taxes. Tearing 

down riverfront property that could generate revenue is preferred over a parking lot. He said that tearing it 

down and building on it might not work within the parameters of the planning board.  

 

Joan O’Connor asked that the historic preservation of the house be explored. She was part of the group 

who fought for the community center and it is now on a national preservation alliance.  

 

Leon Parker talked about the crises in parking. The first step is to have the board find out if the owner is 

willing to sell it. He doesn’t think there is any historic value as there are problems with the condition of 

the building.  

 

Selectman Fortner raised a concern that this was becoming a community discussion and he would like to 

discuss this with the board further. Selectman Osgood stated that we wouldn’t get into business with 

private real estate. Selectman Fortner stated this should be deferred to the Economic Development 

Committee for their recommendation.  

 

Chair Blomback expressed concern about potentially losing $30,000 in tax revenue. Selectman French is 

interested in seeing the downtown revitalized but is concerned about lost revenue. Vice Chair Hooper 

expressed concern on the overall impact on the taxpayers. She felt there were still too many questions to 

be answered. Chair Blomback asked about a parking easement. Selectman Osgood stated one approach 

would be to develop the entire block including the pharmacy building. A plan could be developed on how 

to repurpose. Selectman Fortner indicated he would like the Chamber to investigate further.  
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A motion was made by Chair Blomback to proceed with a plan that addresses parking, parking easements, 

maintaining tax revenue, creating an economic development zone. Selectman French seconded. 

Selectman Fortner amended to include the Economic Development Committee.  

 

Vice Chair Hooper stated no motion could be made on an independent entity.  Motion was withdrawn.  

 

By consensus of the board 5-0, the board approved the Chamber of Commerce to investigate the 

Bridge St. property with an eye to looking at maintaining tax revenue, getting before the planning 

board for an economic zone, historic review and parking easements.  

 

Item 4: Request by Scott Dias to request a waiver of permit fees 

 

Scott Dias is requesting a waiver of permit fees for 52 Ireland Road. Jim and Kathy Gleason had a fire at 

their property on August 5th and are working to rebuild the damaged sections of the house all within the 

same footprint.  He stated that in the past the town has waived permit fees when there was a fire. He 

confirmed this with the building inspector Kyle Parker.  

 

A motion was made by Vice Chair Hooper to waive the permit fees for 52 Ireland Road; Selectman 

Fortner seconded. Motion passed 5-0.  

 

Item 4A: Discussion regarding Certificate of Occupancy for Lot 2-95-A9, 199 Ridgetop Lane 

 

Mr. Laurendeau of Laurendeau Enterprise requested a Certificate of Occupancy for Lot 2-95-A9, 199 

Ridgetop Lane.  Kyle Parker, building inspector, was unable to inspect the plumbing as he was not 

notified of the pressure test. He was also not able to inspect the electrical as the walls were insulated and 

closed. Mr. Parker is not willing to sign off on the CO due to lack of inspections.  

 

Mr. Laurendau stated that when he built the home at the property he called for an inspection.  He assumed 

that after 3-4 days, he took it for granted the property had been inspected. He said he sent in pictures on 

the pressure test last week. Clients are closing on the house on Thursday.   

 

Selectman Osgood asked why he didn’t inspect the property.  Mr. Laurendau stated he called on a 

Thursday and it was a holiday weekend. Mr. Parker didn’t arrive until Tuesday and the work was done. 

Selectman Osgood asked if people on site were notified? Mr. Laurendeau assumed the inspection had 

been done but had never received a sign off slip.  

 

Scott Dias said that Henniker does not require a CO and inspections can be waived. The Select board 

could submit a letter to the bank that Henniker does not require a CO. Town Administrator Trovato stated 

that the building permit states that residential buildings with construction materials over $5,000 a CO is 

required.  Chair Blomback asked Bill Marko what he would have done and he said he would not have 

proceeded with the building.  

 

Selectman Fortner stated he was against issuing any CO.  Mr. Laurendau stated that the fire department 

did an inspection that day and everything was fine. He said that when he built last fall that the insulation 

was up but not the wallboard.  

 

Chair Blomback stated he didn’t see that the Select board could do what was being asked of them. He 

stated that one way would be to have an engineer sign off on the project. Mr. Parker stated that he would 

sign the CO if a notation was made on it that no electrical or plumbing inspection had been performed.  
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Chair Blomback suggested that the Town Administrator work on getting carbon copies on permits for 

future projects.   

 

Item 5: First reading of Complete Streets Policy 

 

Selectman Fortner asked to table this item until the budget season is over. Selectman Osgood stated for 

the record that this policy should go to the Planning Board. Selectman Fortner disagreed.  

 

Item 6: Request by Selectman Osgood to discuss Code Enforcement practices 

 

Selectman Osgood provided the board with a presentation on the town’s code enforcement practices. He 

gathered up all the RSA’s that related to the building code and supplied them in the packet.  

He said that the town is under the impression that it doesn’t not have to enforce the State required 

building code. He stated that the way it reads is that you either adopt a mechanism to enforce the building 

code or not. And if you do not then the state will take care of it. Another RSA states that if you do not 

have a building inspector then the state fire marshal will do it and conversely, if you do have a building 

inspector then the town has an obligation to enforce the building code.  

 

The following RSA’s were provided: 

 Title III Chapter 31:18  

 Title III Chapter 31:39-c 

 Title III Chapter 47:22 

 Title XII Chapter 155-A:2 

 Title XII Chapter 155-A:4 

 Title XII Chapter 155-A:7 

 Title LXIV Chapter 674:51 

 

I suggest we change the language to state that a building permit is not required if the footprint or use of 

the building is unchanged.  All the verbiage about the dollar value goes away. We have a zoning issue 

that does not meet the intent of the law.  

 

Furthermore, we adopted a program to send out mailings to the town. We send out over 2,200 PA28 

letters with a direct cost of $1,700. The residents receive these notices because we don’t have a building 

code permit. Last year, we recovered $6,700 in penalties because the forms were not filled out. The 

numbers are staggering as to the cost and amount of work we have to do because we don’t have a building 

inspector.  

 

If we have established a code enforcement process, we must adhere to it or the state will do it for us. 

What quality do we have in the town if we don’t have inspections? I recommend we present a warrant 

article on the town’s agenda.  

 

Chair Blomback stated that he is hesitant to pass policy that is in direct violation of what the town 

wanted. The PA28 form allowed us to postpone revaluation which saved us $100,000.  

 

Selectman Osgood stated the system as it is now doesn’t make sense, it causes confusion. We should be 

making electricians and plumbers pay for their permits. He would be willing to draft an initial ordinance.  

 

Vice Chair Hooper stated that the town only have Kyle Parker and Mick Costello available as building 

inspectors. Putting a policy like this in place would hinder their other responsibilities. How would they 

keep up?  
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Leon Parker reminded the board that the problem came about by citizen’s petition. It has caused us a lot 

of problem.  Cheryl Morse stated that the local fire chief indicated we are in a different category for 

personal fire insurance and pay a higher rate because we don’t have inspections. Vice Chair Hooper 

agreed with this statement. Selectman Osgood didn’t agree that we would need a full time inspector but 

one that could be on call. He strongly feels that there are a lot of advantages for doing this.  

 

Item 7: Discussion regarding proposed Contoocook River Festival 
 

Refer to letter dated 10-12-2016 from Mark Fougere.  

 

Mark Fougere submitted a letter regarding the Economic Development Committee’s discussion to hold a 

river festival along the Contoocook River in September 2017. Vice Chair Hooper was concerned that the 

date was close to the Chili Festival and Music on Main Street and wouldn’t want to lose sponsors at those 

events.   

 

Bruce Trivellini asked where the committee minutes or agenda were.  He asked why the Economic 

Development Committee was focused on recreational initiatives and hoped that the committee would 

charge itself to look into developing property and tax revenue. He would like to committee to focus on the 

economic zone on Route 114 put in place in 2008. Selectman Fortner agreed that the minutes were not 

posted and was not notified.  

 

Selectman Fortner stated that he supported finding a way to attract more people to the river. He would 

like to hear from the Chamber of Commerce and New England College with a breakdown of costs. Chair 

Blomback indicated this was a conceptual discussion only. Having it in the spring wouldn’t work as the 

river is too high and the water too cold.  

 

Kathleen LaBonte asked if the committee was doing this for the college or for the town.  Selectman 

Fortner said it was community wide.  Joan O’Connor reported that years ago they had a festival and it was 

a lot of fun.  

 

Chair Blomback reported that the Economic Development Committee is working on other topics such as 

motel/hotel development, sewer expansion, traffic solutions with the DOT.  

 

The board, by consensus vote 5-0, supported the Economic Development Committee’s idea of a 

Contoocook River Festival.  

 

OTHER BUSINESS  

 

Item 8: Review public minutes of 9-20-16 and 10-18-16 

 

The public minutes of September 20, 2016 were reviewed  

 

Vice Chair Hooper asked that the minutes be tabled until she was able to listen to the audio of the 

meeting. She was unable to listen to the audio as it was sent to the Town Administrator Trovato’s 

personal email and the link couldn’t be opened. Selectman Osgood disagreed that the minutes should be 

tabled. Selectman Fortner stated that the quote Tia wanted was put in and asked what would be 

accomplished by holding off. He stated that we are not required to include formal quotes and that minutes 

are a summary of what took place. Vice Chair Hooper took issue with the minutes being sent in a word 

document to the town administrator and not to the board as well.  Chair Blomback confirmed that the 

minutes are a summary without formal quotes and the only edits he has seen have been grammatical or 

spelling.  
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Town Administrator Trovato stated that the minutes have been processed the same way for years and 

several months ago the board directed the staff to reduce the length of the minutes. Selectman Osgood 

indicated that the draft minutes need to be preserved but the audio recordings to not need to be preserved. 

Selectman Fortner would support a new policy on the minutes but since there is not one in place now he 

would like to move forward on this. Selectman Osgood reminded the board that a year ago we had the 

situation where the Vice Chair submitted many changes to minutes and he won’t support this.  

 

 

A motion was made by Selectman Osgood to approve the 9-20-16 minutes as presented; Selectman 

Fortner seconded. Motion passed 3-0 (Hooper, Blomback).  

 

The public minutes of October 18, 2016 were reviewed.  

 

Note: Selectman Osgood recused himself.  

Vice Chair Hooper stated that Item 4A under Housekeeping item did not fully capture the conversation 

and she would like to table the minutes until the next meeting. She also would like a copy of the audio 

recording and the word document. She felt the minutes were not neutral.  Selectman Fortner stated that 

there was no swaying and the minutes capture the conversation. Vice Chair Hooper felt that Mike 

Flecchia’s email should be added as an exhibit. Vice Chair Hooper took issue with Item 6 and the details 

regarding the Army Surplus vehicle’s pricing.  

 

A motion was made by Selectman French to approve the 10-18-16 minutes as presented; Selectman 

Fortner seconded. Motion failed 2-2 (Opposed Hooper, Blomback)-1 (Recused Osgood).  

 

Selectman Fortner asked the Town Administrator if it is possible for the Select board to receive the 

documents in their original format such as excel or word? Selectman Osgood didn’t agree with this 

request. If you have a special request for a specific document, you should request. Vice Chair Hooper 

stated that she didn’t feel that the Select board is getting the documentation in enough time to review.  

 

Item 9: Town Administrators Report 

 

Town Administrator Trovato reported that she received two letters from the NH Dept. of Transportation. 

In one letter they final approved the construction contract with GMI Asphalt. She did not get the letter in 

time to move this before the Select board tonight. There were two bidders and it has to go to the lowest 

one.    

 

Another letter was a notice to proceed construction engineering.  A proposal was submitted by KV 

Partners that was direct expenses and material testing. The Board has already seen this.  

 

Trovato also reported that the utility pole was moving from Hall Street to behind the marker on the school 

side of Western Avenue.  It will not block the sign nor impede vison of the sign. The school is aware of 

this.  

 

Item 10: Selectmen’s Reports  

 

Selectman Osgood attended the Conservation Commission meeting. They welcomed a new member and 

reviewed the budget. They also talked about grants the Azalea Park group is working on.  

 

Vice Chair Hooper attended the Planning Board and Road Management Committee meetings.  

 

Item 11: Nonpublic RSA 91-A:3II (if needed)  

 None 



FINAL 

Board of Selectmen   November 1, 2016 

 

9 

 

PUBLIC FORUM#2  

 
Bruce Trivellini asked to be put on the agenda for the next Select board meeting regarding comments that 

were made about him and his request for documents.  

 

Adjournment 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 9:25 pm by Vice Chair Hooper and seconded by 

Selectman French. Motion passed 5-0.  

 


